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Sir M,Lampson. D,.9.30 p.m. 23rd March, 1942. 
No. 887. Re 1440 act. 24th March, 1912. 
23rd March, 192.2, 


q> 
mAb eS 9s be IS) go 
Your telegram No. 872.7 
Following from Preston, Se, 
Army admits in principle obligation to pay, est no 
Arsy quarters or suitable accommodation are now available in 


Egypt within the scale of Army allowances which barely cover 
30% of minimum cost of subsistence, 


2. As revision of Army scale of allowances is 
presumably impossible the only Department to which these 
dependents can apply for the necessary additional support is the 
Repatriation Office seeing that [?so many] remain destitute 
refugees even taking into consideration service allowances 
which are totally inadequate. In the circumstances I should 
be grateful for instructions whether I may continue to pay 
them or if not to what Department they should apply for assistance. 


36 Repatriation Office will receive retrospective 
contributions from Military authorities in respect of 
accrued marriage and family allowances not issued whilst 
dependents were maintained by Repatriation Office. Total 
amounts are being ascertained and full particulars will 
be forwarded by bag. 


INDIV. 


SECRE} * With the Comp liments Lodioe 


kel Under Secretary of Stata 
fer Foreign Affairs 
fbi fofrsc 
— —— 19 mar i942 
[Cypher ]. DEPARTMENTAL No. 2, 
FROM CATRO.TO FORLIGN OFFICE, 


Sir M, Lampson D. 6.28 
‘ 28 p.m. 28th February, 1942, 
No, 695 R. 9:95 Bom) Ist March, 1049, 


28th February, 1942. 
KO. Celtr My-Ktstyitotese 
Bb A 
eeeceee of 0% } 


4 Ro? : 

My telegram No. 2606 and your telegram No. 84 § A ae 

December 12th. J Sen es g 
One 


See also Headquarters Middle Hast telegram 


A.TS te 
October 3rd to War Office and their reply 56,926 December 9th, 


Following from Preston, 


In the light of past experience most practical arrangement 
for families of enlisted refugees appears to be as follows: 


(a) Military personnel to be absolved except .as. provided 
below from re-payment of all further expenses in connexion with 
evacuation and maintenance of themselves and their dependants 
including cost of passage to final destination. 


-(b) Above to apply to all ranks irrespective of date of 
joining and to all enlisted refugees whether from the Balkans 
or elsewhere, ‘ 


(c) Repatriation Office Cairo to be responsible for 
maintenance and arrangements for families of military personnel 
and payment of passages to final destination. Responsibility 
of Repatriation Office to cease from date of disembarkation in 
the country of final destination. Families of military 
personnel to continue to be treated as evacuces under Nackereth 
Scheme in country of final destination. 


(d) Military marriage, family, etc, allowances to be paid 
by military authorities direct to Repatriation Office Cairo 
until date of disembarkation at final destination and thereafter 
to reception organisation in Sie | concerned, these allowances 
to be treated as a settlement of all claims for maintenance and 
other costs, In the case of commissioned ranks negeen ee ; 
proportion thereof to be paid to meet such charges in full, Signed 
undertakings to repay will no longer be obtained. 


2, I should be grateful for your approval of above 
procedure or failing this your views thereon. It has been 
worked out with military authorities who approve. 


3. If agreed with War Office will ‘i aoproach the Air 
Minsitry and Admiralty also, with o view to appropriate yo 
instructions being sent to services concernee 1n the Middle Hast. 


4, The problem is not a ae one. Following are 
numbers of dependants involved: already evacuated: officers 
dependants: 

Naval 

Military 

R.A. F. 


OTHER, «<< eee 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 4) 


@..; Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key. | 


K.2661/10/250, 
Oyun] . DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 


FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO CaIkRO, 


No,872. D. 1.0 a.m. March Ldth 1942, 
March L3th 1942, 


Your telegram No.693 [of 28th February; maintenance 
isd ocala of British refugees who have joined the 
orces]. 


Following for Preston. 


I cannot approve proposals, which involve your 
maintaining dependants of officers like distressed 
British subjects and acting as paymaster for dependants of 
other ranks, 


2. I consider that, as soon as a British refugec 


enlists, his dependants should become the responsibility 
of the military authorities concerned, : 


(INDIV). 


keeP 
OP¥ IMMEDIATELY BELOW FILE JACKET 


COLLECTION 10.5.1. 
} 


SCHEME FOR THE EVACUATION OF BRITISH 
SUBJECTS FROM EGYPT, 


The need for preparing a scheme for the 
evacuation of British Nationals in Egypt was 
considered in August 1940, The number involved 
were estimated at 7,000 Anglo-Saxons and 19,000 
Colonials chiefly Maltese and Cypriots. It 
was decided to encourage those who were able to 
leave at their own expense to do so, but that 
any general scheme for evacuation should be 
kept in the background in view of the bad 
political affect that would result from the 
announcement of any such scheme. 


The Union of South Africa have agreed to 
take the Anglo-Saxons, the latest figure for 
which is given as 10,500; the revised estimate 
for Colonials is 15,500, including 9,000 
Maltese (the question of finding a haven for 
the Maltese is being dealt with on a Separate 
file part "D".). A number of friendly aliens 
will probably be included in the scheme. 


There is no intention at present (May 1941) 
of putting the scheme into operation, but 
individuals are being quietly encouraged to 
leave. 


Teeny 
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CIVIL SERVICE ICE SKATING ASSOCIATION 


246 } 
Affiliated to the Civil Service Sports Council and to the National Skating Association. 


Chairman : 
Mr. W. BANKES AMERY, C.B.E. 
Dominions Office, 8.W.1. 
Hon. Secretary: 
Mr. L. STURMER JACOBSON, 
Police Architect's Dept., New Scotland Yard, 8.W.1. 
Hon. Treasurer + ‘ 


Mr. F. P. BARNARD, 
H.M. Inspector of Taxes (City 20), Empire House, B.0.1. 


Dear Sir or Madan, 

I am informed by the Civil Service 
Sports Council that you are interested 
in Ice Skating and have pleasure in en- 
closing herewith an Enrolment Form and 
some particulars of the Civil Service 
Ice Skating Association which may be of 
interest to you. 

Yours faithfully, 
L. STURMER JACOBSON, 


Hon. Secretary. 
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Office have expressed 


for dq 
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Recd, 1015 11/11/,4, 


L 
[yO ke 1/2677 cipher 10/14. 
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<< ily: THE WAR OFFICE. 
neg! aie ; ; S.W.1. 

U ow " “ . 
Cn i | November, 19111. 


<1 
0176/652. (M.0v4).. 
. 


With reference to the meeting convened at 
the War Office by Brigadier Mallaby on ist July, 1941, 
to discuss the evacuation of certain categories of 
Service Families from the Middle East. 


The attached proposal has now been received 
from the Polish Embassy. I should be grateful if 
you would confirm that India's offer still stands, 
and that the atandard of camp accommodation would 
meet the expectation of the Polish Embassy. 


I attach a copy of my letter to the Colonial 
Office. 


S.G.Pennelis, Esq., 
India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 


@OCEP Lee saeexesCipher (M.0.1.) 3/9 
yur 


Z 


; ~ 
Reference our 86455 (M.0.1) 26/8. wl 


Sir MeLampson's telegram No.2606 dated 20/8 
to Foreign Office has been passed to us, It is 
understood from your Al/76546 cipher 26/6 that you 
have a scheme to include this category of evacuees. 
We cannot proceed with details of evacuation until we 


receive the numbers asked for in our 75369 cipher 1/7. 


Cote (Telegrams) ° 


DISTRIBUTION :~ 


apa J RECEIVED POL DEPT} 
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SE ta {INDIA OFFICE 
Lte-Cole Goode, (India Office). 
MrePoynton. (Colonial Office. 
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From:- The War Office. 


Desp,. 0930, 30, 3. 
G.H.Q., Middle East. Sp. 0930.50. 5-41. 


Ne cbinseiewa bie eum epuer (Mo O.1) oo Oy ; 


Ye” S% 
Ye 
Ke 


Mourn A,r. 0. 911508 ciphor 21/8. 

Reply now received from India office says quote 
we have not so far approached government of India as to 
possibility of accommodation being available in India for any 
service families as we expected further information would be 
forthcoming regarding the number of families involved. 
Government of India are experiencing great difficulty in making 
arrangements for reception of refugees of various kinds, and it 
would be useless to invite their co-operation until we can give 
some indication as to what is recuired, We note that Cairo 
tolegram of 20th August No.2606 to the Foreign Office, speaks, 
apparently in this connexion, of 4 minimum of 100 families. 
Unguote. 

Gan you now let me urgently know the numbers of 
families involved pleasce My 74561 27/6, 75369 1/7, 864.33 26/8, 


all yvefcr : 
Wd 


(T legerams).e 


DISTRIBUTION:- De DeMs Oe (Q). 
Me Os 41 ° 
Me Te Le 
Qe. M. Ge Te 
Feith. 
Lt.-Col. Goode (India ee 
Mr, Poynton (Colonial Office. 


SECRET. 


Thank you for your letter of 29th August. 
We telecrapnhed G.H.2. Middle East on the 26th Ausust 
reminding them that we still awaited details of the 
numbers involved in the scheme, and we hone that we 
will now get the information you require, We are 
sending a further reminder to-day. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to 
Calder of the Colonial Office. 


ud boceme EE 


S.G.Pennellis, Esa., 
India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 


SECRET CIPHER 
“TELEGRAM 


From:- The War dffice. 


oi 


To <:~ G,inG Middle East, 


.eOipher (M.0,1) .?9/8. 


Your A.,I.C. 945086 cipher 21/8, 


India Office and Colonial Office have been 
asked to supply us with more information, but would 
remind you that they asked for the numbers involved 
some time AEOo May we now know how the matter 

stands please. Our 680262 cipher 25/7 and 75369 
eipher 1/7 refer. xe 


G.4. (Telegrams), 


DISTRIBUTION : = 
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Q. Me Ge F, 
Fel 4. 
(India Office). 
Mr. Poynton, 
(Colonial Office). 
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[Cypher] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM CAtRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Sir a ale D: 10. 10 p.m. 20th August 1941. 


No. F 
ee August 1941, 2 * R: 10. 05 pm. 20th August 1941, 


PPPPPp 
IMPORTANT, 


General Headquarters Middle East reports difficulty in 
disposal of wives and families of refugees from the Balkans 
who have enlisted in British army. About 100 families are 
at present involved and more recruits are expected, 


2« Since ciel evacuation scheme provides only for 
reception in South Africa of families of pure European 
descent Middle East requested that Maltese and Cypriot 
families concerned should be evacuated under Foreign 
Office auspices. They also suggested that superior 
accommodation should be crovidsd in reception country for 
families of enlisted men, as compared with refugees, as 
incentive to recruiting. Men who enlist will normally 
receive family allowances. 


5. Middle Hast are being informed (a) in the absence 
of any applicable army evacuation scheme and subject to 
dated approval repatriation office is prepared to arrange 

ransport of family [sic: families ?] Maltese evacuees— 
at War Office expense as soon as the ultimate destination 
has been decided upon. (b) if family allowances are 
issued expenses of evacuecs BeADE no longer destitute 
Will cease to be cover [?grp.omit. -ed] by Repatriation 
Office, and latter will bé obliged to cease relief, 

(c) Repatriation Office cannot make itself responsible 
for these privileges once they have arrived in the country 
of reception, such fainilies being treated as those of 
other meabers of His Majestys' forces. 


4, I understand iiiddle Bast have already raised 
the question with the War Office. May I have your 
observations ? 
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(Sgd.) S. G. PENNELLS 
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. ict A f* a 
Dear lsoters | A416 | 


You will remember thation igt Ayly,1 1941, 
we held a meeting at the War office, | wafon yon were 
good enough to attend, to agree on a policy for 
evacuating British and Allied service families from 
Middle Kast areas. 


We then decided that we would require to 
know the numbers involved before a detailed scheme 
could be drawn up, and as a result a telegram was 
sent to Middle East asking specific questions, Until 
now, however, no reply was received, 


The attached telegram has now arrived. 
I should be grateful if you would let me know whether, 


despite the lack of the information desired, you can 
now let me have any further information as to the 
possibilities of settling Polish, Czechoslovak and 
Yugoslav service families in India. 


IT have sent a similar letter to Mr.J.A. Calder 
of the Colonial Office. 


Dre Srreent, 


W.C, Wallis Esq., 
India Office. 


SECRET CIPHER TELEGRAM. 


Froms=- Ce-in-C. Middle East. Desp.e 0420 22/8/41. 
Reed. 2155 22/8/41. 
- The War Office. 


A.1I.C.94508 cipher 21/8. 


Your 7'7445 (M.O.1e) Lis 


Request further information as to possibilities of 
receiving Polish Czechoslovak and Yugoslav service families 


in India or Colonial Empire. 


Cet. Telegrams. 


“> 


SECRET CIPHER | svaca, FILE COPY, 
TELEGRAM 


» errr are eagegula” 4 
From: C. in C., Middle Hast SECTION |Desp. 0420 22/8/41. 
Fre. z lRecd. 2155 

IREF.VO-. a 

To:- The War Office. 
23 so 198! 
i. 
J 


A. I.C@m4508 cipher 21/8. 
é pans a) {2 — endsreshee 


Your 77445 (MeO.1.) 11/7) wry Lcnnnvwnaenne 


Request further information as to possibilities of 


receiving Polish Czechoslovak and Yugoslav service families 


in India or Colonial Empires 


 C,4.(Telegrams). TO:~ Mp Oyle (for action). 
Copies to:= DeDyM, Oe (0s 


ol, te 
India Office, (Lt. Col. Goode), 
Colonial Office, (Mr. Poynton). 


BEDo. PC 
25 AUGIO4' 
INDIA OFFICt 


[ : mi & Under ¢& 


| ~ as for Brain <1, a8 
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- [Cypher] zo DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2, De. 
eae ALE 
PROM CALRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE, th. te a 
j sir SON ga a D: 10. 10 p.m. 20th August 1941, 


Belo. 
Oth August 1941, 


PPPPPP 
IMPORTANT. 


%e Since army evacuation Scheme provides only for 
reception in South Africa of familiés of pure Huro pean 


descent Middle Hast requested that Maltese and Cypriot 
families concerned should be evacuated under Foreign 
Office auspices. They also poy Sedans that superior 


accommodation should be provided in reception country for 
families of enlisted men, as compared with refugees, as 
incentive to recruiting. Men who enlist will normally 
receive family allowances. 


d» Middle Hast are being informed (a) in the absence 
of any applicable army evacuation scheme and subject to 
your approval repatriation office is prepared to arrange 
transport of family [sic: families ?] Maltese evacuees. 
at War Office expense as soon ag the ultimate destination 
has been decided upon.' (b) if family allowances are 
issued expenses of evacuecs ee no longer destitute 
Will cease to be cover [?grp.omit. -ed] by Repatriation 
Office, and latter will be obliged to cease relief, 

(c) Repatriation Office cannot make itself responsible 
for these privileges once they have arrived in the 

of reception, such familics being treated as those 
other maabers of His Majestys' forces. 


4, I understand Middle Bast have already raisdé 
the question with the Yar Offices May I have your 
observations ? 


(colin 


Minutes of a meeting held at the 
War Office on Tuesday, 1st July 1941. 


EVACUATION OF SERVICE FAMILIES FROM THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 


PRESENT : = 
Brigadier A.W.S.Mallaby, 0.B.E. (in the chair), 


Major J,F,Haigh,. $,.G.Davies, Hsd. 
(representing D.Q.). (representing Air Ministry) 


Major C,J,W. Simpson. Group-Captain A,Fletcher,.0,M, Go0.B. Hep. Oo 
(representing D.M.O. & P.) (representing Air Ministry). 


He Birkhead, Hsde S.F.Lewis, Esde 
(representing D.F.(d). ' (representing Admiralty). 


W.C.Wallis, HSqe W.G,Head, Esqe 
(representing India Office). (representing Dominions Office). 


J.A,Calder, Esde 
(representing Colonial Office), 


Brigadier Mallaby said that Item I on the agenda did not appear to 
reauire discussion as he understood that it was based on a 
misconception of the Air Ministry's attitude to evacuation to 
Kenya. In any case the Governor of Kenya had now raised the 
ban on families of British service personnel. (A.M. ) 

ee sptain Fletcher said that the Air Ministry had at no time 

ecided to evacuate or send service families to Kenya, nor had 
they allowed the families of airmen to travel to that country. 
The Air Ministry had accepted the ruling of the meeting held at 
the War Office in March 1941, which placed a ban on Kenya, Any 
enquiries that may have been made of the Kenya Government were 
4nstituted by the A,0,C-in-C,,Midd@le East and not by the Air 
Ministry, 


The meeting agreed that Item I on the agenda did not 
reauire discussion and passed to discussion on Item II. 


TEM IE 


The meeting had before thom a telegram from 0,~in-Co, 
Middle East and an Air Council letter, (Annexes "A" and WBN), 


Brigadier Mallaby said that a telegram hed becn despatched to 
C.-im-G., Middle East asking for the numbers to be evacuated in 
each category, and that a reply wis aro. Without this 
information it was not possible for the meeting to enter into 
any detail. He suggested that a decision was required as to 
whether the meeting accepted the categorization proposed by the 
Ce-in-C., that the mecting had authority to approve the 
categorization, and that detailed examination by the departments 
concerned should be deferred pending receipt of the numocrs 
in each category. . 

/ Mo Calder scecaceee 


Mr, Calder said that the Colonial Office agreed in principle that 
there should be no difference in priority between category (A) 
families and the civilian inhabitants of Cyprus and Palestine. 

& As regards category (B) the Colonial Office was anxious to avoid 
discrimination between different categories of British subjects in 
Egypt, but would agree that category 7B) had the right to be 
included in any general scheme for evacuating British subjects 
from Egypt and might be given higher priority for consideration 
by the Service Departments when accommodation and shipping allowed, 

Mr, Wallis pointed out that, while there was a large number of Cypriots: 
and Maltese in Egypt, it might, in fact, be the case that few of 
them wished to be evacuated. He saw no reason why, apart from 
priority, these service families should be treated distinctly from 
ordinary civilians, and that any arrangements for the evacuation 
and reception of the latter might equally be applied to the 
former, 

Group-Captain Fletcher said that the object of evacuating service 
families from the Middle Hast was chiefly operational. He was 
in pean with the categorisation suggested by O.-in-C., Middle 
East, 


The meeting then proceeded to a general discussion on 
the possibilities of various Empire countries as evacuation areas, 
in the course of which it was noted that: 

(a) South Africa is willing to receive British families of 
pure European descent, and Greeks, but do not wish to receive 
Poles. 

(b) India is prepared to receive families of any category, 
but owing to the limited accommodation available, would have 
to house them in camps. 

(c) The Colonial Office is prepared to investigate the 
possibilities of receiving the families in Kenya, Tanganyika , 
Ceylon and the West Indies, when the numbers involved have 
been communicated. 


The Meeting: 


(a) Aecepted the categorisation suggested py C.e-in-C., Middle 
East, and invited the War Office to inform him by telegram. 


(b) Instructed the Secretary to send a further telegram to 
C.-in-C., Middle East, to ask: 


(i) The number of families willing to be evacuated in 
categories (A), (B) and (D). 


(ii) The number of families to be evacuated in category (C). 


(411) The number of families of Allied troops willing to be 
evacuated. 


(iv) Families of all three services to be included in the 
totals by categories. 


Invited departments concerned to make a detailed 
investigation of suitable areas as soon as they knew the 
numbers and types they were to cater for. 


i) t 
7 JUL 1941 2 Major, G.S. 


oS 
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Pol. 3093/41. (eens 1 
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Mr. G s6 


You may like to glance through these notes on 
a meeting I attended at the War Office which was held 
to consider arrangements for the evacuation of Service 
families from Egypt. British European Service 
families were compulsorily evacuated about twelve 
months ago and the meeting was concerned merely with 
the categories set down in the C.-in-C.,.Middle East's, 
telegram of 9th June. I gathered from the War Office 
representatives that the C.-in-C. felt that having 
disposed of the British Europeans it was incumbent upon 
him to dispose of the others, but I suggested that it 
seemed unnecessary to evacuate these other people unless 
they wanted to go and that in any case they should be 
brought within the scope of the arrangements made for the 
ordinary British and Allied population. I was told 
that the move was “operational” and that the evacuation 
of civilians was considered desirable as they might 
prove an embarrassment to the military authorities in 
the event of hostilities breaking out in Egypt. I said 
that in that case it seemed a little odd to provide for 
this handful of people when there were over 20,000 other 


British civilians in the country and in their case, 
although a scheme is under consideration it has been 
decided that general evacuation should not be started 
for the present. Apparently, however, the Service 
authorities prefer to deal with their families quite 
independently of any arrangement made for the ordinary 
civilians. 


As to reception areas, I mentioned that the South 
African Government had already agreed to take up to 
2,000 Greeks from Egypt, that Poles from Cyprus were 
being taken in East Africa and that a proposal had 
just been made to the East African Governments that 
they might find room for any Maltese and Cypriots who 
might wish to leave Egypt. A resdy solution of the 
problem of accommodation for the few people now to be 
dealt with would be to send them to join their 
compatriots. I said, however, that if necessary the 
Government of India would no doubt be ready to help. 
It was agreed that nothing definite could be decided 
on until some information was available as to the mu, 
principles involved. I very much doubt whether we shall 


have to trouble Indiae ii 


an 


2nd July 1944, 


haha 


I enclose herewith draft minutes of the 
meeting which you attended at the War Office on 


1st July 1944, I should be grateful if I could 
have your coments by 9,0 asm Saturday, 5th July, 
as after that time the minutes will be prestmed: 
firm and issued accordingly, 


Fpnae estore 
M.0O,1(a). BhPaLus 


The War Office, 
Ext, 2te s Secretary. 


ANNEX B, 


SECRET. 


Letter from the Air Council, ref. S.4533/Se7eAs Go/18e6ell1. 


" ZI am commanded by the Air Council to refer 

to a recent communication from the Commander~in-Chief, 
Middle East to the War Office and repeated by the Air 
Officer Commanding, Middle East, to this department 

on the subject of the evacuation of certain categories 

of service families from the Middle East, namely Cypriots, 
Palestinians, etc, In view of the urgency and importance 
of the questions at issue and of the various interests 
concerned, the Air Council suggest that it would be 
advantageous if you were to convene a meeting of 
representatives of the War Offfice, Air Ministry, Colonial 
Office, Foreign Office, India Office and Dominions Office 
to discuss the points at issue. 


Although the India Office have recently intimated 
that they find it difficult to arrange for the reception 
of any large number of evacuees owing to the dearth of 
available centres and the congestion already existing in 
those centres, the Air Council are. inclined to think that 
the Government of India and, additionally, the Governments 
of Kenya and Tanganyika, might be asked to take evacuees 
of all the categories mentioned. It is thought, 
moreover, that the possibility of finding suitable 
reception places in Eritrea could also be profitably explored! 


SECRET 


0143/3257 /M.0.1. 


* 
% y 
Ry canetnn aTN UT rae 


gees 


I propose calling a meeting of 
representatives from the Admiralty, Air Ministry, 
Dominions Office, Colonial Office and India Office, 
on Tuesday, ist July, at 3.15 peme, at the War Office. 


The matter to be discussed will be the 
evacuation of service families from the Middle East, 


and I should be glad if your representative would 
attend. 


A copy of the Agenda follows. 


sem 


Lt. -Colonel R, .L, Goode, 
India Office, (War Staff), 
S.W.1. 


MEETING to be held in Room 
War Office on Tuesday, ist 
Beth Ooms 


errr ee nn nt rR TR ee De a omen terete 


EVAGUATION OF SERVICE PA} 


To consider certain matters arising from the 
evacuation of Service Families to Kenya and 
South Africa, 


To consider proposals for the specific 
categories of evacuees named in Telegram 
A1/71670 Cipher 9/6 from the Commander-in-Chief, 
Middle East. 


THE EVACUATION OF SERVICE 
FAMILIES FROM MIDDLE EAST. 


Note by the Secretary. 


The Meeting is called to consider two items, 
vide the Agenda attached, 


ITEM 1, The intention of the Air Ministry 

GO continue evacuating British families of 

the R,A.F, to Kenya causes certain difficulties, 
and considerable dissatisfaction among British 
families of the Army in view of the War Office 
ban on Kenya as an evacuation area, The War 
Office have arranged with South Africa to 
et? evacuees of this nature from the Middle 
East, 


The Meeting is asked to find an agreed 
basis on which the two service evacuation schemes 
ean be correlated in respect of evacuation areas. 


Be ITEM 2. 


I attach at ANNEX A - a copy of Telegram No, 
A1/71670 Gipher 9/6 from 
Commander-in-Chief, 
Middle Bast, 


at ANNEX B - a copy of Air Council letter 
No, Ss. 4533/8. Te Ae 


The Meeting is asked, in the light of 
the suggestions contained in the above documents, to 
agree on a reply to the Commander-in-Chief, Middle 
East. 


Lyd 


The War Office, Major, G8. 
28th June,1941. Secretary. 


M,0.4 (Extension 212), 


SECRET CIPHER TELEGRAM No. A1/71670 of 9/6/11 
_..FROM MIDDLE BAST. 


"We are in considerable difficulties in dealing 
with following categories of service families regarding 
evacuation. 

(A). Cypriots resident in Cyprus and Palestinians 
resident in Palestine. 

(B). Maltese Cypriots etc., resident in Egypt. 

(GC) < Europeans and non-Europeans (other than 
A and B), showing signs of colour and unacceptable to South 
Africa whose husbands are not locally enlisted or commissioned. 

(D). As for (C) but husbands are locally 
commissioned etc. All above categories have claim to 
consideration for evacuation before civilian population. 
At present we have no suitable destination for any of them. 
Recommend as follows. Those in A must at present be 
considered indistinguishable from civilians. Milpal agress 
with this. Matter is one in which Palestine Government is 
much concerned. Those in B to be considered similarly but 
to have higher priority for consideration by services when 
accommodation and shipping allow. Those in C to be sent to 
some Empire country which will accept. Al1 those in D have 
technically same rights as those in A but consider it 
advisable particularly in Egypt that they should be seen ied 
in same manner as B. In addition families few in number 
of allied troops ¢.g- Poles and Greeks have strong claim to 


consideration in view probable action to be taken against 


them if captured. Recommend they be treated as those in Gea 


ANNEX Bs 
SECRET. 


Letter from the Air Council, ref. Sol533/Se7eAe de/18s 601. 


i I am commanded by the Air Council to refer 

to a recent communication from the Commander-—in-Chief, 
Middle East to the War Office and repeated by the Air 
Officer Commanding, Middle East, to this department 

on the subject of the evacuation of certain categories 

of service families from the Middle East, namely Cypriots, 
Palestinians, etc. In view of the urgency and importance 
of the questions at issue and of the various interests 
concerned, the Air Council suggest that it would be 
advantageous if you were to convene a meeting of 
representatives of the War Office, Air Ministry, Colonial 
Office, Foreign Office, India Office and Dominions Office 
to discuss the points at issue. 


Although the India Office have recently intimated 
that they find it difficult to arrange for the reception 
of any large number of evacuees owing to the dearth of 
available centres and the congestion already existing in 
those centres, the Air Council are inclined to think that 
the Government of India and, additionally, the Governments 
of Kenya and Tanganyika, might be asked to take evacuees 
of all the categories mentioned, It is thought 
moreover, that the possibility of finding suitable 
reception places in Eritrea could also be profitably explored: 


Copy. 
(K 4411/523/250) 
(CODE R) DEPARTMENTAL NG. 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 
oe TO HIS MAJESTY'S REPRESENTATIVES AT 


No. 1583 
New t+ 


16th May, 1941. 5.30 a.m. 17th May, 1941. 


1. Sanction has been obtained for the payment with effect 
from March ist, 1941 of separation allowances for the wives and 
families of members of the diplomatic and consular staffs in 
eases where the separation is made on advice given with my 
approval. 


Be The rate of the allowances will be two-thirds of the 
actual expenditure incurred on board and lodging by wives and 
Ytmilies and will be subje.tto the following annual maxima:- 


Diplomatic and Consular Officers £200 
Clerical Officerg £150 
Other grades E120 


For wives without children payments for the above grades will 
be limited to £150, £110 and £109 a year respectively in cases 
where vouchers of expenditure cannot be produced as, for 
instance, where wives are staying with relatives. Separation 
allowances will become payable when wives and families arrive 
at their destinations, when subsistence allowances cease. 


(To Tokyo only) cet 


Oie The advice referred to in paragraph 1 may be regarded as 
having been given before March ist in regard to Japan and on 
March 8th for Hungary. 


(To Shanghai only) 


3. The advice referred to in paragraph 1 will be regarded 
at present as having been given only to Mrs. Kitson, Mrs. Turral 
and Mrs. Gctcves and separation allowances will be paid from the 
date on which they would have sailed had the advice not been 
given until the next opportunity of departure. 


(Tc Bangkok only) 
5. The advice referred to in paragraph 1 may be regarded 


as having been given before March ist for Thailand (Siam) 
and Indo-China. 


(PA : B21 
her 1).V) (Pon a 
- Er ai Y, 
minions Office Reference one SE BYp 
vitn the Gor men f CHAI? 268 
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Date 1 6 oe: 194 


ee 
Reference- yy Voll ce 24 oF, 


OXPHUA TWSLUG.LAL: LOHG DISTRIBUTION 
a" the United Lingdom High Commissioner in the 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
TO DOUINIGNS OFFICE 


D. 15th due, 1941. 5.22 p.m. 
R. 14th: “ 1.65 ARs 


ot 


> 
a 


No. 660, St 


liy teleprem No, 634 of Sth June, paragraph 2. 


At meeting yesterday with representatives of the 
Union Departments concerned, it was agreed that, subject 
to the approval of the Minister, Union would take 

over responsibility for issuing all monies to 

British civilian evacuees from Egypt. Arrangement would 
be that when expenditure had been examined and checked 
through normal Union financial machinery, request would 
be wade to this office for the transfer of the 
necessary sums, Effect isa that there is no lonrer 
necessity for sending out officer from the United 
Kingdom to make these payments to evacuees, Additional 
work involved in this office can probably be dealt 

with by existing stafT. 


(K. 6155/5/250) OUTGOING 1 Zi 
[Cypher] DEPARTMENTAL, NO.2. 
oT, FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. 
No. 1957 De 
@ Jue 7th 1944 ore. Cy 
Your telegram No. 1722 [of June 6th: evacuation]. “ 
I entirely approve. 
Ze You realise of course that there is no sanction 


for sending any refugees without means to South Africa 


except those emanating from Egypt. 


With 


[Cypher] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 
) FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir M.Lampson. D. 98.50 poem 6th June, 1941. 
Bie 37256 Re 12.35 a.m, 7th June, 19.1. 
6th June, 191. 


uuu 
IMMEDIATE, 


Following is text of proposal instructions to 
Consular Officers for use in statement to British 
subjects, 


[Begins] In view of certain misapprehensions which 
appear to exist on the subject, the Embassy wish to 
make it clear that there is no question of evacuation 

of British colonies from Egypt. Policy of His Majesty's 
Government is to defend Egypt with all its forces, and 
British subjects in Egypt, especially those doing work 
of national importance, to stay where they are, as in 
England. 


Consul should bring to notice of all married Anglo 
[?Egyptian and] British subjects that good opportunities 
exist for families to leave Egypt, which may not be the 
case later, and their departure would be approved by 
the Embassy. Those women and children who are not 
engaged on work of national importance and wish to leave 
Egypt should register their names at British Consulate- 
General, where information may be obtained about 
opportunities that now exist to leave Egypt. [Ends.] 


[ Cypher] .. DEPARTMENTAL 2. 
FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 

Sir M, Lampson, 

No. 1722, 

June 6th, 1941. 


MMEDIATE . 


My telegram No. 1516, 


_— 2% Ss & 


Your telegrai No, 1765. 


the whole subject of the evacuation of British 
community has been discussed very fully with Service Chiefs. 


Will be evacuated in case of necessity. But at the Last 
moment no large scale evacuation will be physically pos- 
Sible. We are, therefore, in a false position. ‘There is 
only a trickle of British subjects Leaving at present, and 
British singel will not in fact go unless advised 
officially to do so. Some further statement therefore, is 
called for, 


[ 2. Community at present take it for eranion that it 


3. The three Commanders-in-Chief are against 
evacuation as such. General Wavell fears the effect on 
Egyptian morale, and he needs the shipping space available 
to get rid of 86,000 Italian prisoners here who might be a 
source of danger in some eventualities and moreover need to 
be guarded by troops who might otherwise be more usefully 
employed, In all the circumstances General Wavell 
prefers a policy of “stay put" for all who are not on our 
secret list of compromised persons. 


4, I am inclined to agree that the circumstances may 
necessitate the adoption of this policy, but I consider 
British subjects should, in that case, be warned accordingly. 

wm _\My immediately following telegram contains the text of 

Suggested oral statement to be issued on this subject by 
the Consular Officers to British subjects individually. We 
would prevent its publication by censorship control. 


5. Meanwhile, I consider that so far as shipping 
space permits, every effort should be made to renove fron 
what may almost at once be an active war zone, those members 
of the British colony whose presence in Egypt is not 

sntial to the war effort, ‘his would include women (not 
doing war work) and children and probably sone ple of | 
no fixed occupation and others whose presence is undesirable, 


6. It is wmlikely that any appreciable number of | 
these people will move without a lead from an authoritative 
source to do so, but I hope the above mentioned statement 
will have the necessary effect. 

te Proposed statement would in no way be a general 


WAINING. . 00s 


warning to the British colony to evacuate, but merely « 
firm attempt to remove those members of the colony who 
presence here, far from being useful to the war errors, is 
really an obstruction thereto. Repatriation office from 
now onwards will be sending periodically groups of 
evacuees from Greece, Turkey, and elsewhere to India oF 
South Africa,- This would ie an exceptional oppor- 
tunity, by intermingling them with these evacuees, of 
effecting departure, without ostentation, or causing undue 
attention, of categories of British colony in Egypt 
méntioned above, 


8.  Commanders-in-Chief concur in this telegran, 


oe May I have a very early reply? 


Jominions Office Reference No. oe TEYL, 


ith the Compliments ot Mle Lek (A 
Date__@ JUN 1941 _ y 
Referens ; bm» 


CYPHER TELEGRANL a.vi LONG DISTRIBUTION 


—— : 
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Sy From the United Kingdom High Comai seioner in the 
UNION OF SOUTH APRICA 
TO DOMINIONS OFPICH 


5th June, 1941, 8.11 


6th L Phat ene 


7 
Your telegram No. 605 of 3rd Tice 


It was the intention that all evacuees shovid contribute 
according to their means and that only those without means should 
receive assistance at the full rates quoted in paragraphs 2 and 35 
of my telegram No. 495 of 2nd May. 


Z. It will not, however, be r the Union Government to 
arrange this. The first sentence of paragraph 4 of my telegram 
No. 495 referred to the regular issue of funds in the Union to 
evacuees, for which the Union Government wish a United Kingdom 
officer to be made responsible. It is assumeé that the last 
paragraph of your telegram under reference refers to special 
advances to evacuees prior to their departure from Reypt. 


Be Overseas service families organisation at Durban has 
found that 1,000 persons represent the largest number which can 
readily be dealt with in one flight. Sinee the Union authorities 
will be creating a new organisation and since, if over 1000 conies 
at one time, their settlement could nowt probably be concentrated 
in one place and would therefore require a a vided organisation, 

I feel sure that it would be unwise to overtax the organisation at 

the start by sending more than 1000. The Union officials who have 
been-sent to Egypt to deal with the Greek refugees will be able to 

advise the Anibassador personally on this. 


Ke baakr- a 
OUTWARD TELEGRAM EE omy 


ce ee 
This iecend is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 
a ae Re ee 


kept under Lock and Kéy.]. Eenpey nenelee 


ypher ] 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CATRO. 


No. 1343 De 1-00 aem. May 2nd 194 
Way ist 1941 


—— 


Your telegram No. 1029 [of April 20th: 
evacuation]. 


Funds would be available for the transport 
of "destitute" Anglo-Saxons to South Africa and 
for their maintenance there provided the estimated 
cost of the latter, about which I am now enquiring 
is considered reasonable. On the other hand Such. 
persons could be sent away at one public xpense 
only when you thought the moment | ad come to give 
the warning for general evacuation. fe could not 
pay for "summer holidays." 


I am asking whetier the Government of India 

would accept any thing up to_9 Maltese from 

pte We should of course endeavour To evacuate 
ats those who wished to go and I hope the number of 
these would not be large. In any case the “Maltese 
should be warned before evacuation that there would 
be little or no chance of eat being absorbed in 
India and that they would be placed in a camp to be 
mere tst ned there at minimum “rates. Other British 
subjects without funds would of course receive 
Similar treatment in South Africa. 


ey, ARO) & 


suena eeaanenanmetion 


ze Mesa %§ 
= = — o~ J 
5 siclIn view of your telegram No. 1071 evacuation of 
A. Wllied nationals must be limited to those who are most 
i >.% compromised but once we begin to evacuate British sub 
ae » ws , there will be embarrassing requests for similar treatment 
TRE Ailied-representatives and no doubt by other foreign 
aA nowy, communities, Some of them (e.g- Free French) have already 
~— -~ raised the question. And in the last resort it would be 
impossible without-use.of force to prevent any foreigners 
moving along roads bt aa essential for military operations, 


Ge EE at any stage evacuation proved Titpossible the 
remaining British subjects would have to be advised to 
-"stay put" as in England but you will appreciate that the 
Situation here is very different, and that we should have 
to face considerable odium in that event if they had been 
led to expect evacuation and every reasonable effort had not 
been made to arrange for it. 


7s I have today informed British Community Council 
that for the time being it is desirable that there should 
be no organiscd evacuation of British subjects and that 
in the event of bombing starting on any scale the question 
of evacuation will be reconsidered with Service authorities 
whose co-operation in any plan is essential. I have also 
reminded them that special facilities have already been 
arranged through Thomas Cook for British subjects to leave 
Egypt on their own and suggested that while there is no 
immediate emergency various problems would be simplified 
if British subjects or at least their families took their 
holidays outside Egypt this summer. Very few British subjects 
have so far used these facilities, which in any case are 
only available for those who can afford to pay. May I be 
authorised if necessary to extend these facilities to poorer 
members of the community against undertaking of repayment? 


8. I arranged: this morning with Community Council at 
my normal weekly meeting with them that they should depute 
one of their members to keep in closest touch with members 
of my staff handling this question. Community would thus 
have confidence that their fate was not being neglected 
and I impressed on them the necd for absolute secrecy and my 
complete confidence that they would play [? up] in whatever 
requirements might be considered best in: the public interest. 
This brought from Council a ready response. 


~— a" het ln Me 
ae OUTWARD TELEGRAM YU ¢ 


[This Document is the Property of His .. Majesty’s Government, and should be 


Ader Lock’ and} Key.] \' 


(K.€297/5/250). fonke 
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| SAGARA | 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CATRO. 


April [2th 1941. 


Repeated to F.0.C.R.I.N. for Nir. MacKereth No. 54. ne. 


2. 
a 


No. 1082 De 6.30 pem. April Pn ia 


aoe 3-0. 2 
A a > _ w% m4. 
My telegram No. 1468 fof December drd: 3yacuation{s 


Do you think the time has come to review evacuation 
plans? Having regard to the shipping position and the 
numbers who might wish to go would evacuation be feasible 
in present circumstances? 


2. Arrangements could no doubt be made for 
"Anglo-Saxon" British subjects to go to South Africa 
(and be maintained there at the public expense against 
undertakings to repay if they lacked funds). The Union 
Government would, however, require reasonable notice of 
prospective arrivals. Dominion nationals Indians and 
Burmese could presumably go to their own countries at 
their governments’ expense but I have been unable to find 
any haven for Maltese, etc. 


3. The gucstion of Allied nationals etc. which you 
have mentioned is now, of course, vastly complicated 
by the large number of Greeks in Egypt and the course 
of events in the Balkans. 


4, Have any considerable number of British Subjects 
appIRN 2 8 - or otherwise left already. 
RECEIVED P. & J, DEPT 


2 8 APR 1941 
INDIA OFFICE | 


Te | 


5! BILE CORN isgisfoo py 


MSA Ol 4 


Reference ___ 


US 20/ 18/40. 


3s. 6449- a 


would have 

war Conditions sctive 
denger to eivilien pogulati 
faced in thea 


no doubt considerable danger te health « would be in the 
best interests of the Britieh eubjeste now in Sgrpt. 


ins ' ; 
origin cannot be excluded. Unfortunately 4¢ ie not 
possible to provide a refuge in the Colenies for the Ja ge 


THR UNDER GASPAR Ow BTATE, 
FREI oPPIOS. 


tor 
because Shay 00 of Gelenial erigin, only 
Colonial territorics. Ke would 
X views of the Jeercterics of itate 
Affaire, that the Govrernmeets of 


aragaet indies tes thet the Goverteesy 

prepared to do their utuest to overcome difficulties in 

this respect if other altemetives are net avaiieble, and 
ie underatood that the SCominiona Offiee might be ready 
ppreteh the Commonweelth Govermeent om the sime Beeia. 

Sepies of this letter wre being cent toe the Iniiu Offies, 

Seminione Officer, Admiralty, “er Offiee and Treseury. 


i Sty 
Bin, 
Your moet obedient servent, 


(Signed) J. A, CALDER 


% Ne ackwiw required by 1.8 
wks requ eft cD by Po, 
Ris Chet foo, PA 6353 
flak MS Mackall, SS alread, 


Seiad of his question , 


sa 


DEPARTMENTAL NQ.2. 


>. Sir M. Lampson. (Cairo) 


25th November, 1940. 
De 9.05 p.m. 25th November, 1940. 
R.10.5 am. 26th November, 1940. 


No. 1605- ie 


My ee No.869_ and 1298. 
4939, Your telegram No.905. ; 
1. Pending instructions on A. & B. of my telegram 
og, No.1289 which are urgently awaited I am making arran ements 
for British Subjects who may wish to leave lg ps at their owm 
ee before an emergency (see in ep 4 ) of my 
yewptelegram 869). Under the present conditions number of these 
is expected to be very small but may reach 1,000 if air 
bomberdment became intense. 


Army can provide accomodation for civilians at 
reasonable rates in ships under Government charter oroceeding 
to South Africa and United Kingdom but cannot undertake to 
deal with individuals and I am therefore entrusting booking 
arrangements to Cook & Son. 


%. Army have made errangements through United Kingdom 
High Commissioner in South Africa for reception and 
accomodation at a.reed rates Of militar drafts. I am 
telegraphing to ask Sir E. Harding whether these arrangements 
can be extended to include Anglo-Hgyptian Sudan civilians 
on the understanding that the entire cost would be defrayed 
by individual civilians. 


M. bese. oY. a 
CYPHER TinsuGivadl ae Os -sONG Lisl xIBUT ION ae 
4 oF th 0) f 
UNION OF SOUTH PRION” s 


@. the Unitea ringaouw High CouwwiSsioner in the Union of 
south africa. 
vent bali LS hrs. 9 cist Nov. 9 bvaVe 


No. 767. Sccrct. 


In the course of examination of possibile 
contingencies in asypt coneiuerution ha» been given to 
position of British COmuunit, Pesitent there. View of 
Secretury of stute for Forcien.ffairs is thut if 
eCiipedLing circuuwstencces Shouiu arise cvery enucuvour 
Shoula be muuc to evucuute from ogypt usd British subjects 
who might » ish to leuve. The question of evacuation to 
Inaia hes receiveu cereful consiaeretion but the Government 
Of India renortcu that suitaubie uccommedation in areas with 
reasonubly suitable ciimctic @onditions in Inuis is 
extremely Jimitea unu is vircuuy..uore.tham norieily fuss. 
In these circumstances we ere anxious to ascertain whether 
it would be possible for British subjects in hgypt of 
huropean descent to be evacuated to the Union of South 
Africa should necessity arise. It will be appreciated 
that question at the moment is solely that of making plans 
in advancs in the event of the contingency arising 
particularly in view of the considerable number of British 
Subjects resident in Kgypt. Number of women and children 
involved is estimated at about 6,000 and of men 4,500, but 
it is not known how many of these would wish to be 
evacuated, Idea would be that those who could not Support 
themselves would be maintained at cost of United Kingdom 
Government against their undertaking to repay, but if 
Union Government were ready to receive the evacuees, as 
Suggested, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs would be 
glad to receive some indication -f minimum rates of 
maintenance which it would be reasonable to pay while in 
South Africa, Please approach Union Government 
accordingly and telegrath their views. i 
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for Foreign Affairs ; ay, 
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Foe. Ke LOF8I/SE5C/ X58: 
DEPARTMENTAL NOy 2 


Decypher, Sir Mi, Lampson (Cairo) 
14th October, 1910. 


De D.o psi 11th October, 1940. 
Be SeO odie 15th October, 1920. 
No. 1298 
&E&kEKEEES 


TMPORTANT, 
ciara 9 33. 

Your telegram No. 905 and your despatch No, 480 of 
September 5th. — are eon 


VAC aa Numbers for eventual evacuation given in my telegram No. 869 

have been revised to give effect to recommendationsin your 
2 telegram No. 905. Estimated totals of Anglo-Saxon women and 

4993. cnijdren 6000, men 4500: other British 6500 and 7300. If 
free French and friendly Italian (see my telegram No, 1011) 
plus Allied Nationa and Americans are added, grand total 
estimated at 18,400 women and children, 14,900 men, Questions of _. 
collection, protection, control of embarkation and as far as possil.¢ 
shipping accommodation, are being studied here in collaboration 
with service authorities, but my co-operation in preparing scheme 
cannot go beyond making arrangements for getting evacuees on 
high seas. There remain: two urgent questions of 


(a) reception of evacuees somewhere in Empire and 


(b) financial assistance for their maintenance, In spite 
of difficulties appearing from your despatch No, 480 I hope 
that further representations may have secured havens for 
probable evacuees, as failing this,. i any scheme would be useless. 
(b) is equally essential ad could only be supplied by Treasury. 
No doubt some evacuees could eventually repay money so spent 
on then or [grps undec.] but nearly all would require initial — 
support, May I have urgent instructions on (a) and (b) pending 
which matters must remain held up. 


RECo. POL. BEP;, 
17 0cTi949 


ENCLOSURE IN AIR MAIL LE INDIA OFFICE; 


No. 42 W\”96 ocT 1940 


FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL DEPT. 
INDIA OFFICE 


Under Secrete! Bia do 
= i. for =; om % 
a7sy O. ‘ava ii 54 /6 
PIE, -3 0Cl 40 a 
py a Ministry of Shipping, 
1940 Berkeley Square House, 


“0. Sa ORE 
Ab: (K 9799/88 OL, “Wer 22. Go ¥¢¥, Berkeley Square, 


T. 010353/S.7.A.1. ¢ IS “London, W.1. 


q ae en "26 September, 194Q. 
Sir, Yo “P ce J oe oes 


PM, MeeG 
, 
With reference to your letter of 5th Se Ny 
ptember . 9799 
8856/250) in regard to the evacuation of British subjects ia 


Egypt, I have to inform you that there will be opportunities for 
the evacuation of British subjects from Egypt so far as shipping 
is concerned, as, in the main, the vessels which are being used 
for the movement of troops to the Middle East are returning, 

and are likely to continue to return, empty. 


wo 
"INDEXE With the Compliments 
Nyt sac. eI tne 
* 
C-o0 


Most of the vessels in question will be returning to this 
country via the Cape, so that they could be used to the Cape ports 
or the West African Colonies without any diversion at all, and, 
moreover, could call at the Hast African ports without seriously 
interfering with their normal itineraries. 


Again, there will be vessels returning from Egypt to India 
and these could, if essential, call also at Colombo or other 
ports in proximity thereto if the Military situation permits. 


As regards Australia, however, it is likely that most of the 
ships which will be used from Australia and New Zealand will not be 
able to proceed up the Red Sea, and so will have to tranship thei 
personnel at Colombo or Bombay. Thus, any return movement from 
Egypt to Australia or New Zealand would have to be arranged on 
similar lines, and in this connection, it is pointed out that it 
may not be possible to synchronise the arrival at the 
intermediate port, such as Bombay, of the vessels arriving from 
Egypt with those about to return to Australia, so that 
arrangements for accommodating the evacuees during the period 
of waiting would have to be made. 


A more detailed consideration of the shipping position can 
only be given when particulars of the numbers involved, the 
proposed destinations and the time when they will be available 


for embarkation are known. AIR MAIL LETTER 


ANCLOSURE IN 
wi: G4uHynafaocT 4940 
The Under-Secretary of State, FROM SECRETARY, POLITICAL DEPT. 


hei riage INDIA OFFICE 


p> TTY GRY 


§ 


les USS fot. pus 
Dominion, Qffacre aur bntl 


ir 


Aa ference te Th. Lofty luenuedt- 


atte. 16* <pt*, sia M, 6353/1, 
in duiaecis K stet That % “OPE 


dy tata Office Lite *°- p>. 


te Que 
bey wo , data Mudie” UP, 


om fly Oubgcct  haaa sarasnnn tae, 
ip RrnGb Antec for 2f4Pr, 


Quypeok Q ph. oR 


euch nnn c rfl . 


ae wey = 
oe eae | } rye 4 


etary of State, India Office ,and 
reference to the letter from 

the Dominions Office M.683/1 of the 
eend of August regarding the 
possible need for the evacuation of 
British subjects from Egypt, is 
directed by the Secretary of State 
to request that a copy may be 
furnished of the India Office 
letter to the Foreign Office on the 
subject. 


DOWNING STREET, 


1G September, 1940. 


re ply Rent lay 


ane” ; 
nDEXEP_ OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This Document is the Property of Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should 


Fo. No. 9799 3956/250 


¢ Cypher telegram to Sir M, Lampson (Cairo). 
Foreign Office. 7th September, 1940. 2.20 Pel. 
No. 905 


2.8.8.8.8.8.4 


“ Your telegram No. 869, 
i SUF. I entirely approve your provosals. 
t is my view (see paragraph 2 of my telegram No. 
ah 720) that, generally Speaking, every endeavour should be 
a gal made if compelling circumstances arise to evacuate all 
British subjects who wish to leave. If any feasibIe— 
alternative exists, they should not be left against their 
will to run the risks of battle and possibly of 
subsequent enemy domination and British blockade and 
bombing. The maintenance bapee neutral channels of 
any considerable number of destitute British subjects 
in enemy hands would moreover constitute a drain on our 
financial resources. 

In practice, however, evacuation must depend on the 
availability of transport and suitable destinations, 
factors which are bound to present Special and perhaps 
insuperable difficulty in view of the large number 6. 
British subjects in Egypt. I observe that you will 
discuss shipping facilities with the Commande r-in-Chief 
Mediterranean. ds regards possible destinations, I have 
Sent you copies of letters from the Dominions Office, 
India Office, and Colonial Office for your guidance. 
You will see that it may well be impossible to provide a 
haven at any rate for the lialtese. y 

Repeated to Angora No. 905 and Bagdad No. 459. 
(for Mr. Mackereth). 


NTONE 


iv i O Ur 


“AIDA 
ie | ALAO 


"2 SI 


Depry So a 
he ae AM of tan vofrereg uucticn 
of /«™® chupmut 


With the iasieel aati he oe Jo®ivey 
c rai AG. 


ote De 7794 ee St 


oe Sir M. Lampson (Cairo) 
30th August, 1940. 


D. 12.5 p.m. 30th August, 1940. 


Bi 8.25 p.m. Slst August, 1940. 
No. 2011. 


My telegrams No. 869 and No. 942, 


1. I presume that if euevereny arose which was 
held to necessitate evacuation of British subjects it would 
also be necessary to evacuate I French civilians who have 
declared themselves for De Gaulle movement, II any Italians 
who have been working for us. 


2. I cannot give accurate estimate of numbers involved 
but they would run into several hundreds. 


5. In the event of my being asked by Allied 
gp dl: Feedba here to assist in evacuating their communities, 
I would eee to disclaim responsibility while undertaking 
to affor em such assistance ¢.g. as regards transport as might 
be possible at the time. 


Repeated to Angora for Mr. Mackereth. 


prove necessary to arrange such an evacuation, the Government 


of India will require as much notice as possibie./ The war 


Office and the Commander-in-Chief, Middle Hast, have been 


informed of the Government of India's views, but—it—would-eppear 
that—t+hereis—_some—denger—_of—lack_of_co-ordination between—the 


contest. (ix0 doubt the requirements for the different classes 
of families may differ, and the possibility of accommodation in 


India can usefully be further explored by Mr. Mackereth] bes—tt=, 
Hi — emt 


Cc Wimtach (eth Mh, “Ce Gs Cy ct, MS taal 
Co-haks, hhven, fh evmennta, anranypurinl 
2 ae 

Bene 4 te, lett. o enclp, tis buy tnt & he Co 


do, Girmate Aeariny | 


Al 


lotted to Bilitary Department. 
gopies Circulated. 


DECYPHER OF TRIEGRAM. 


Government of India, Deferice Department, 
Secretary of State for India. 


Simla, 00.40 hrs. 5th July, 1940. 


03.00 hrs. 5th July, 1940. 


eee ee 


1604, 4/7. Your telegram No.5405, 29th dune. Suitable 
accommodation in areas with reasonable all~the- (? year) climatic 
conditions in India is extremely limited (end is) already more 


“ull, as many femilies of individuals serving 
Tndia who would normally be in England are here 
jon of the war. Moreover general conditions most 
r people with moderate incomes having. no experience 
z large Indian population. Except for wives of 
Indisn Axuay Officers already acquainted with Indian conditions 
who would, any case, have to make own arrangements on arrival 
here we wost strongly deprecate any idea of evacuating women and 
; idd ++ to India. Suggest possibility 
1d Australia be examined. Naturally 
Tndia should prove the only 


~ 


s willing to do our utmost to 


Be Gopies of this letter are being sent to the 
Admiralty, Treasury, Dominions Office and India 
Offtee. 


- BM» 
Gir, 
Your obedient Servent, 


yl - : Tis i 
Pe LOR Ely bk yay 


NCR: FO0C £S 


Ze 


(2) ‘hat detailed plan should be prepared for 
vacuation of the remainder, if and when it becomes clear 
en emergency is imminent. 


5. I propose (1) to arrange for Comimander~in-Chief, 
ilediterranean, to notify me of any shipping facilities which 
become available and to instruct His iiajesty's Consul to 
endeavour discreetly to ascertain which British subjects are 
likely to go now under their ow initiative (2) to appoint 
committee to draw up detailed plan for emergency evacuation and 
to consider cuestions of final transport, destinations and eventual 
maintenance connected therewith. But before proceeding further, 

I should welcome a definite ruling on the fundamental point 
whether or not His .ajesty's Government conteiplate evacuation of 
normal residents in Egypt in the event of emergency. Such persons 
would comprise all women and children referred to in second 
paragraph as well as some of the others and their inclusion in 

an evacuation scheme would materially affect its scope and 

perhaps its nature. 


Se If above procedure is apnzoved, I propose to continue 
along lines indicated and to inform His ajesty's ambassador 
at Angora (to whom I am sending copy of this telegram) for 
lire Mackereth. 


